
 

 

 
 

 

 

The Problem of Fires in Domestic  

Wheelie Bins. 

 

Dear Cllr Lowe, 

 

The Arson Prevention Bureau Newsletter (NOV 07) provides a summary of Merseyside’s 

Wheelie Bin Safety Campaign. The Following proposals are to be discussed and considered as 

the way forward to resolve the issue nationally. It is our duty to resolve the risk of death or injury 

connected to Wheelie Bin Fires, this risk must be reduced to the lowest possible point. 

 

1) Funding opportunities are to be explored and funding obtained to continue the Campaign. 

The campaign is to incorporate Scientific Testing and the exploration of combustion 

modified materials which are environmentally friendly, fit for purpose and cost effective 

to Local Authorities. We are awaiting feedback from Fire Authorities in Australia who 

are also addressing this problem. 

 

2) Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service will continue coordinating this campaign not only 

from a regional perspective but to the benefit of all communities to whom this issue may 

effect. The campaign will incorporate the scientific research and also create a provision 

for a liaison Officer between different Fire Authorities and Relevant organizations. Best 

Practice as well as all achievable short term interventions / control measures should be 

formalized to ensure optimum community safety, education and enforcement where 

necessary.  

 

3) All Fire Authorities nationally should be encouraged to refine recording procedures in 

relation to wheelie bin fires. This will allow us to measure the exact extent of the 

problem. Our research findings are suggested to be gross underestimations of the exact 

number of incidents. In some cases there is no way to isolate wheelie bin fires from 

Primary Fires or Refuse Fires. 

 

4)  Merseyside Fire & Rescue Service will continue to form positive relationships with 

manufacturers of Wheelie Bins for their cooperation in producing the desired safer 

product. Our initial research by Chiltern International Fire indicated that such work has 

begun in Australia. Merseyside will work with these Manufacturers to acquire best 

practice. 

 

 

 
Mandy Longworth 

06-12-07 


